
FROM THE VERY FIRST
The Star as Seen by an Old

Washingtonian.
THE EARLIEST ISSUES

WHAT THE LITTLE POUR-PAGE
DAILY CONTAINED.

The Star's Steady Growth-AlwayS
the Friend of the

District.

The following article was written for The

Star on its semi-centennial by Mr. Edgar -

H. Bates, who was for twenty years aM
police magistrate of Washington, and who Ws

has read The Star daily since its first issue: ser

The "Evening Star" was first observed by i
the people of Washington in the winter of

twilight of December 12. 1S52. It then gave I
little promise of becoming a "fixed star,* re

for it disappeared for four nights thereaf- so
ter. invisible to the human eye after shed- "0
ding its tiny bean for one brief evening. ofteit
Upon the 1th it appeared again and took 10
its place in t-e newspaper world of Wash- ag

ington. where many before it had sprung
to a brief existence-and oblivion; a realm,
too, which seemed amply supplied by its
powerful and prosperous neighbor, "The

National Intelligencer." Many have been

the newspap(r failures before and since W1

upon the very field so bravely entered by tie
The Evening Star, one Infant enterprise up
having gone out of life only twenty-four tia
days old. The long. st-lived, the Intelligen- col

cer, in 1ST, with a ree. ri of seventy hono-
able years, discontinuel publication. The Pi
Star. however, was a detilned figure In thie ha
horoscope of nati-'nal affairs, and despite grf
its puny size: dresiT- the dead past: despite bel
competitlon. the littic light shone on dimly tri
for six months. mc
About that time It attracted the attention na

of two gentliemen who were looking for a ly
buslness invstmetnt. They bought the lit- 11
tle paper from its owncr, Captain J. B. fn
Tate, commander of the Washington Ligh: fir
Infantry. who regarded it as a fortunate we

speculatIon-so blind is mankind to fate at pe
tImes! bei
The Evening Star has proved a fortunate do0

speculation to all who have been conected
with it, ard 't h-ei -.eld rwre than that. en

!~.i3tei~ a - "L: :I- -:~ I 7v,-
fare not only ,f Washington. but of the ne

country at large. p
tol

Under W. D. Wallach. co

The hs!o:y of The Star may be said to th
have begun with its new propr!etorz. 915
MessrW.W. 1). WaClach, brother ,f tichardNI
Wallach. erstwhilo mayor of Walilngton, I
and W. H. lope. When on July 5, 1K3 an

Mrssrs. Wallach andIHope ent'red the cdl- to
toral rens of Th. Star which, having be-
gun its existine :i* the corner of sth and Dp
stree:s. had shiftel to (th!I street and Penn- C
sylvania nvnie. and fron there to a more W
permardnt on D street near 12h. en
they were enied in the second story I
over a carrni. shp, and the floors were ll
dusty, tiin wails in: in accorlance with y
the tr,.!i:1. na. n1%paper otike. They H,
CIiligd he s::rs knwing not the eaest an
ant fd thw h th.ir sic'messc-s do
wou!t1n-mt in elevators to the top floor no
of thr-i paUtial nine-story building. dei
As th ir quil! p.ns noved rapidly in the

perf-rmane.- of their arduous duties as edi-
tors-in - if--and ed;tors in general-no
visiot dsturbed their tranquillity of hand- ite
semely :,ipinted ofices, marble and luxuri-
ous saca':nzum sa netorum conntected by a w

Vast natwork of wires with all places of th1
Importance in this and other cities. Th
Two Hundred and Fifty Per Hour. no

In a nearby part of the building a small sil
hand press was laboriously pounding out co
"Stars" at the rate of 230 per hour, leaving ed
them damp ard inky to be folded by the pr
ca i r, rs. If the hardworked pressman on

cou~d have beheld in a day dream the mag- 9
nifie,-nt machinery which science would we
soet (lay cause to melt and mold- type, ey
prirt, illustrate and fold, in thirty minutes, tic
85,00 papers, each paper containing about prtwenty-live times the am-unt of matter th
whicI he labored so hard to produce, it is
safe to assume that the "pitd" condition
of at least one edition would have aston-
ishal his few hundred readers and jeopar- fir
dized his position. Fortunate it was for
him. therefore, that he had no such im-
agInilngs. Eight hundred sheets were daily tic
"wet down" to supp:y their subscribers. St
Very son thereafter it became nce sseary dii
to increase that number by 2. but still edthe dtmadai exc.eeded the supply. There-
upon 1W0 "half sheets" were struck off, P1
"contaring the most Important telegraphic to:
and city news." At
The k. rosene Uight and tallow tips by stewhich Messrs. Wallach and Hope wrote sta

manuscripts and r.ead reqiuests for free ad- th
vertising were perfectly satisfactory be- Cc
cause exiedi. nt. for. though gas was used C.
In some of the laerger establishments of the Orcity, its rate of $4n0 per 1.000 feet placed it ne
upon the list of luxuries unnecessary in a
carriage shop. ce-

I fear, however, that now, the humble rie
menial employed within the stately walls of ca
The Star's home would consider his inalien- ini
ablo rights eneside rably abridged were he tir
deprived of the blaze of electricity which ht
illumtras its furthermost underground re- er.
Cessts5. ar

Contents of Tbe Star. Sc
A few days aft, r Wallach and rdope had

tadten charge of The Evening Star its ap- fr
peararce may be described somewhat as on
follows: Size. about twenty-one inches by o
fifteen -four pages of six columns each. w
Upon the first page. the first column was a?
ded'ente tie the meirits of several never- Pt
failing remedies wh~ch set forth in their ad- ini
vertieme nts. with fuinc real solemnity, theirt
power to cure all the is flesh is heir to, t
from sprained ankles to bad manners, o
Agricultural limp'emets hn more in de- 4

mand by citizens oif WVashingeton than now- fliwere also highly reco~mrnended in this
tColumn.'V

Next, the pleasutre-seekirng publIc was in- 'evformed that Plney P~oint aend Fau:quier tu
White Sulphur could he asily re-ach,-d and thenjoyed. The print, hows t-r, was so small Iaand clo.=e that the rest of the trip-to one's teyesIght-was dear enough. ItThe travc'lir'g pueblic waes next advised the '

time of the deptarturez of trairts. aliso elates Biof the sailling of ocean liners-one column nt
sufficing for both. TlIn the fouerth column btusiness and pleas- of
ure we're laid madie for literary profit. veThis department always opened with a ti
poem- -"An Ode to the (Grave," "My Soph- of
lonia." ''The Driunkard's Return'' or upon st
some other eequally inspiring subject. Ful- coSowing this came a story, sometimes a con- ta
tInued one, with a moral; always with a Jhc

I TEnET, NEONa, PnaTEn

WASSACHUSETTS AVJ

oral. Sometimes instead of the stoi
a a letter from "Peregrina," that brigi
isible "old maid" whom we might almo
agine to have been an early incarnatic
Lillian Bell.
'he right-hand column was devoted
iny paragraphs, under the heading "V:
ties." Though it may appear strange
ne of us accustomed to present d
iginalities," wit was the chief ingredie:
these witticisms. The candle which, a-burning to the middle, would burn i
iger, as well as that sovereign preventi
ainst dogs going mad in August-whic.s to cut off their heads in July-we
)ken of in this column. The latter migi
it be used to advantage.

On the Second Page.
"he second page contained the ger
tich has developed into present perfe
n-the editorials. These were more thg
-to-date. They were advanced, impa
1. enterprising. Dueling, which was thi
isidered a national institution, albeit d'
red by some: public executions whic
d Just been prdhibited by act of Col
ss, the hanging of Daniel Woodwai
ng the first private execution in the Di:et under the then new law; as well i
re vital questions of national and inte;
tional importance were frankly, fearles
and impartially discussed.'hroughout the flurry of '53 in New Yor
incial circles The Star's editorials froi
;t to last advised with cool wisdom, ar
re tlp first to announce steadier pro:'ts. The sure welfare of the people hE
n from its commencement The Star
ninant note.
)ne of these old comments upon the Midcharacter cf "Mr. Andrew Johnso
i hag .I-st beer. raade goxerncr el

;see," speak- of him in highest terms
tise as "t mar whose walk in Washinj
Iwas a model for all," "one whose 11
itains more for the youth of our lar
.n that of any other public man." TI|t of contemp~rary puhlications was al
-en, inder the ciption "Spirit of tiirning Press"-without comment.

)hn an. (e Ira town. Alexannrd Baltimore news was next in orde
lowing which camp two columns of ai
rtlsements. Fn intermixture of soap
'fumeries, "help wanted," "notice to ta:lers," "genteel house wanted," musi
,ars, dentistry and daguerreotypo
litehurst, Root and Thompson vied wil
!h other in presenting the latter.
'he new music at Hilbus and Hitz's i
ded "TAIlly Dali," "Murmuring Sea
eneral Persifer Smith's March," "Aut'et Btecher Stowe." "Vandalla Watd a variety of polkas and schottischeseph Shillington advertised the ne
vel, "Bleak House,"- for the unprecited price of 50 cents.

On the Third Page.
'he third page contained unofficial cil
ms, telegraphic, news--mostly of ti
stern states-deaths, marriages, etc., ar

'ee columns more of advertisement
ese would now be considered unique,
tup to the standard of advertising po
oilities. Diminutive pictures of carriage
ts. flowers, bird cages, oyster shell
Tins, houses and false teeth particulari
and emphasized enterprising efforts

,sent with exactitude and clearness tl'rits of the business set forth, bringir
P, as it were, upon the spot.'he punctilious'y worded descriptio
re in print so fine as to require eag
es and plenty of leisure to do them ju
e. The amount of credulity also needabably exceeded even that necessary A
present day.

The Last Page.
he fourth and last page was devoti
st to a one-column article of historic
other interest, hotel arrivals at the N
nal, Brown's, Gadsby's and the Unit<
:tes; police and crim!nal court news, ci
'cctory. where The Star might be procu
-namely Warner's, Navy Yard, or M
erson's drug store, Capitol Hill; Shillin
is, Pennsylvania avenue; Baker's
lams' grocery, 7th street; Oxley's dri
re, first ward, and Linthicum's dri
ire, Georgetown. The city directory recale names of John W. Maury, John M~
rmleck. Robert Roche, Henry Ball. Jo]
Harkness, John H-. Goddard, Willia

me. Thompson Van Riswick, Henry Gu:
11 and Francis Lord,

l'ho regular subscription price was

nts per week, payabie weekly to the ca
rs. The ever-increasing subscription li
used some delay several times in delive
papers to patrons, and in a very sho

ne the management announced that th<
d placed the carriers in charge of se
al effieient men, who would supervise th(
d see that a better system was observe
on a route of 700 subscribers was
red for sale.
slave cases-their entrance into or ei
m the city was freqruently noted, Up<
e occasion when two slaves were taki
reibly from their owner, a Louisiana ma
10 was under suspicion of having cruei

d iliegally obtained them, they proud
Otestedl their ailiegiance to him, declag they would die before they would lea
eir master, Many such instances a
us ehronicled in the old dailies whi<
row stro)ng side lights upon the histo:
the times.
n reading many of these old comment
ty years seem a lifetime, For instance fountain pen which had just been I
nted was described as "a pen said

ntain concealed in its handle a smn
be of ink, which is automatically fed

e pen, enabling one to write two or thr

ges without touching the inkstand," alat if all that was claimed for it were tri
would prove of wonderful benefit,
r'he magniincent concert given by C

1ll. Strakosch and the child Patti was

xt day praised in the highest terms
ce Star. The flexibility and sweetne
little Patti's wonderful voice, the ma
'ous mastery of Strakosch over the pian

rte and the exquisite pathos and pow

Ole Bull's violin were applauded witho
nt. President Pierce was present at th,ncert. A few weeks later the great Sog appeared and again the divine art w
nored by the people and press of Was
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-y ington, The Star's comment paying her full
t, tribute.
5 Always an Aid to Out-of-Town Papers.

In Its earliest days, as has been the case
Lo ever since, The Star's columns were
1- drawn upon by out-of-town papers for

news-the editors upon one occasion causti-
LY
It cally remarking that although the profes-
f- sion was to them laborious enough with
10 work from 5 a. m. to 12 p. m., it seemed as
,e easy life for their "esteemed contempo-
h rary" (whose name we need not mention)
re whose chief implement of editorship ap-
it peared to be scissors. They generously

consented to his use of their matter, only
asking the simple courtesy of credit.
In a month or two The Star had more

m than- double the circulation of any other
paper in Washington. Before July was out
the paper was worked off on "our own new
ndouble-cylinder Napier press," and an apol-r-ogy to the.public was in order for the misfit

n paper upon which one evening's edition was
printed, for "we have used up all the paper
and were compelled to resort to anything ath hand. We have orddr'eM more, however,"1- they announced, and, after all, it was the

d fault of the public, who would no longer
be satisfied with a few hundred Stars, bat
in two months had demanded a circulation
of 4,000 Instead.

Steady Improvement.
k In October the purchase of "a handsome

n new steam engine and a new press capable
d of turning off 5,000 per hour" was men-
;- tioned, and in another column a "super-
s royal Smith press" was advertiscd for sale
a cheap at The Star office.
!e In August an agency had been established

in Badtirnore, followed the next mnnth by
o-ether ngoncea in New York, GAt.n and

)f Philadelphia. Before three months had
elapsed the paper was enlarged, giving

Lk about three columns more of space, and its
dI circulation increased to more than all its
1 contemporaries together.

;o The advantages of advertising in The Star
3o evidently begun siniultaneously with The

Star itself. Several instances of quick re-

ia sults therefrom are with business-like
promptness noted-as a word to the wise.
"Cheap enterprises" were favored. The

s railroad comparles were advised to run

c special excursions to the "world's fair" in
c New York, "probably geting thereby fully

s' 250 people from Washington, Georgetown
h and Alexandria who otherwise would not

go, and making $1,500 which they (the
companies) would not otherwise make."
In those days the governors and mayor-

t not tho President-set apairt Thanksgiving
day, and an early November editorial re-
minded the mayor that as most of the gov-
ernors had proclaimed a certain day a
proclamation to the city of Washington was
in order.
In January, 1l854, the paper was again en-

larged, and a new Hoe & Co. "lightning"
press, capable of turning off 0,000 per hour,
was installed. In the latter part of '54 the
office was removed to the south side of

Id Pennsylvania avenue near 11th street,
s. where It continued for many years.

A Young Man From Maine.
In 1853 a stroke of good fortune befell

The Star. A young man from Maine be-
- came connected with its staff, and soon, by
the distinguishing character of his literary
work, attracted the attention of all con-g nected with him. His name was Crosby S.

Is Noyes. In 1867, in connection with four
1- other gentlemen, namely. S. H. Kauffmann
5 Alexander R. Shepherd, Clarence Baker and
t George W. Adams, he purchased the paper

from W. Douglass Wallach,. who some
yea.rs before had beoame sole proprietor.
The price paid was $100,00. In a short

j m-pia Messrs. Baker and Sh';pherd withdrew,atand a number of years later Mr. Adams
died, leaving Mr. Crosby S. Noyes and Mr.
S. H. Kauffmann head and front of the

?d great enterprise. They have made it a
ty gigantic success in every sense of the word.

Their one purpose has been the perfection
of the daily newspaper.

C- Crosby S. Noyes was a member of the
9- common council in 1863, co-laborer with
or Alexander R. Shepherd, and alderman from
agthe seventh ward in 1864. With these ex-

ceptions he has refused public office, stead-
gfastly keeping to his one ambition, to create
a living power which should be of and for

in the leeople. Not for the administration, nor
m for the party, but for the true interest of

a-
the country. And his labors, with that
of his coadjutors, has not been in vain.

lxThe Evening Star of Washington holds a
r- place unique and necessary. It is unlike
st any other newspaper in the country. Its
r- attitude toward all questions, great or
r't small, is educating, broadening, uplifting.yy Every household in which it is regularly
v- read is benefited and in.formed without bias
m or prejudice upon the salient points of the
d. World's doings.

- The Star's Good Work for Washington
It Tit may be termed a brief current history
>n of men and affairs, with, of course, a pre-

nponderance from the capital. Though it
ymay sometimes be forgotten, we may pause

iy in our admiration of Washington's beauty,
r- its magnificent distances, streets and parks,

to remember that to The Evening Star Is

:h due much of the praise and gratitude for its
ry present condition, for Its uplifting from

primitive meagerness to stately grandeur,
The work of improving Washington, for

a-
which Alexander R. Shepherd'g name is

to now honored, was facilitated, encouraged,dil enlisted in the people's sympathies as far
to as possible by the determined anid persever-ee ing assistance of The Star and its editors.
id It has ever been at the front of all move-
ie ments for the betterment of the nation's

capital. The Rock Creek improvement plan,'le as also the movement which resulted in the
hie United States government assuming one-

3Y half the District's debts, owe much to The

ss Star's voice arnd influence,

.r- So after fifty years of constant growth

0- and increasing power The Evening Star has

er oome to be one of the necessities of ad-

ut vanced thought, education and welfare,
at

as Amazing Vitality of Seeds.

h-'rem the Lancet.
The duration of dormant vitality in seeds

is still a vexed question. Some botanists
of no mean repute support the view that
seeds exposed to the air after having been
long deeply buried in the earth resuscitate
and germinate as usual; others, while ad-
mitting that healthy seeds retain for a lim-
ited time in favorable circumstances these
powers of revivification, are, disposed to
doubt the possession of this capacity for
any lengthened period and to treat many
of the reported cases as founded on im-
perfect and inconclusive observation.

Mi. Jules Poisson, In the Comtes Rendus
do l'Academie Francaise, points out that
considerable variations exist in the reten-
tion of their germinal power in the seeds
of different plants, some soon losing it,
others retaining it for a- long time. M1.Poisson himself adduces the followingoases: In the park of the castle of Coin-
breux, in the department of Seine-et-Marne,
he observed that on each -occasion that
part of the forest was cut down a quantityof a legumninous annual, the Lathyrus nis-solia, grehe up. The plants reappeared by
self-sowing for several years, but as the
trees again reared themselves the legume
disappeared, and thin occurred on several
occasions in diffesrent parts of the wood,
Again, many yqars ago, when some of the
buildings of Qld Paris were being destroyed
to make room for then present mansions, M1.Boiduval took home with him some of the
earth, and spread it over that cputained in
his own garden, and in the course of amionth .obtained two aEn has of Juncusbufonius, whieh grw.Iu utolst places such
SB sn earl tsee kast was built uem

When the Ntional Oapital
Was but a &all Town.

aITY OF ,ITANCES
OITIZENS Rr3n2D ON PUAPS AND

WELLS 701 *ATEE.

Old Goose Creek or Tiber Was Unshorn
of Its Glory-Mr. Smith-

son's Bequest.

By P. L, Phillips.
In no age of the world has such rapid

progress been made in physical development
as during the last half of the twentieth cen-

tury. We have only to look back fifty-years
ago, to the condition of things, to be im-
pressed with the truth of this. The- capi-
tal of the nation has not kept pace with
many western cities; but its progress has
been steady, and it can claim to ve abreast
of the times.
A city directory of the year 1852 presents

the contrasts between then and now in a

striking point of view. The population of
the city was then 45,000. It is now 278,718.
The streets were then unpaved. There were

no cable cars, electric cars, horse cars, nor

even omnibus lines. The people who were

unable to keep carriages had to foot it
through the wind or the dust, and these

THE AQUEI

were ninetten-twentieths of the whole popu-
lation. The more favored class could get
along very well in dry Weather, but their
vehiles would be mired when it rained.
Washington was not a very attractive place,
in those days. Thcre were few dwellings
that would now be called fine. The Van
Ness residence had been rendered uninhahi-
table by the canal; and the octagon resi-
dence of the Tayloe family had been taken
possession of by ghosts. as everybody knew.
A few years prior to this date Mr. Packen-
ham, the British minister. when about to go
home, wrote a letter to some one, which got
into the newspapers, in which he said that
nobody lived in Washington who could get
away.
In dry, windy weather clouds of dust filled

the air, the clothes and nostrils of the people
who were compelled to be out of doors.
What I say of the dust in dry and of the
mud in rainy weather will seem incredible
to the people of this generation, who are

accustoiate to see the finest pavements in

the world throughout the city. But let
them consult the old inhabitants on the sub-
ject, and their skepticism will be removed.

The Old Canal.
The canal, which in that primitive age
was made by greatly enlarging the bed of
Goose creek, and' which pedantry had
christened "The Tiber," extended from 7th
street, along what 'is now B street. and
about 100 feet wide, to a broad basin be-
tween 3d and 4%A streets. Steamers and
schooners penetrated that part of the city
through this canal, which was lined with
ugly, filthy wood and lumber yards, and
at the same time it served as a preserve
for breeding and protecting mosquitoes.
And it was a most successful enterprise in
this regard, as the oldest inhabitants can
testify. It was well devised if the purpose
had been to preserve the reputation of the
capital of the nation as "The City of Mag-
nificent Distances." For, as Mr. Packen-
ham justly said, nobody lived here who
could get away. There were thousands of
wealthy people in this country even at
that day; they would gladly have built
winter homes at the capital of the nation.
where they could see and bring their fami-
lies into association with the families of
congressmen and the high officials of the
government, but a short visit satisfied them
that the capital city was not a place for
clean and comfortable residence, and they
stayed away.

A Primitive Water Supply.
In 1852 Washington. with its 45.000 inhab-.

itants, and Georgetown. with its 7.000 or

8,000, were dependent entirely upon
pumps for the water used by the people for
all purposes. It is true that the pumps fur-
nished very good drinking water-better
than we now get from the Potomac-but
there was none to be used for washing the
streets, for flushing the sewers-such as

there were-for watering the parks and
flower beds, for wastung door steps and
sidewalks. For all t .iurposes the peo-
ple were dependent the reservoirs over
their heads, in the 4ids.'
Goose creek or Tiber was still unshcrn

of all its glory as it memndered its slimy
way from the nort hills through
the eastern half of 'ie city and was lost
in the basin, at the. negon of 3d and 4%

'streets. It crossed s~s1ania avenue *t
2d street under a ~-and passed on
through what is. ~q e conservatory
grounds. It may ha a year or two
before the war thaib esriage was over-
turned and precipitat i down the steep
bank of the creek, agL tie, jupction of 2d
street with the avenue. 'There were two
men inside, who were drvned, and I be-
leve the driver, also.
A tributary of this.fme stream passed
diagonally through J trySQuare, from
the northwest to the jotheast, where or
nearby it runs into a iarge sewer. There
was a rickety bridge over this little stream
at the northeast anl94here it enters the
park; and a sober-citisen in attempting to
cross the bridge, aftarea heavy shower,
which had "converted the sluggish stream
into a torrent, fell in, ghd was swept down
through the sewer, He was drowned, of
course, The city authorities, by arching
over these streams, have not Only spoiled--
obliterated-Tom Moore's satire upon Wash-
ingtou, but saved human lives. Another
small stream ran through, the: squareon
which the Mnannie Temnple satana; and~
ight at that point, where F street crossed

the stream, there ws- no tailing on the
upper side. T4 onsequencewas thtat ai

'a EtMos, of mng Mesan%se,a WaN
aan-a booS te so "aft boosa s

the Temnant of Uft he brought aw*.
The DPrtamnt xedmkge,

In 1s the State Depsrt.mn, th. waT
Departament and the Navy Departmeu-d
alike--were latn brick buings, two and
& half storks high. The State Departmen
stood on the ground now occupied by the
north end of the Treasury Department, The
War and Navy Department were then upon
a part of the ground occupied by the nag
niacent building which now acoommAltei
those two departments with the State Do
partgient. The Treasury Department was
then only the part on 15th street. with tle
long colonnade. It was built of yellow sand
stone of aln inferior quality, and has since
been painted white. more than once. The
old center part of the Capitol, together with
the south front of the patent office, are of
the same inferior material. The stone had
holes in it, which, filled with putty or plas
ter, have ceased to be conspicuous. The
wings of the Capitol and the additions te
the patent office and Treasury Department
have been built since the date of 1853. The
new parts of the treasury-that Is to bey
two-thirds of it, are of Maine granite. The
new parts of the treasury-that Is to say,
sort of marble of which the Washingtom
monument is built. The additions to the
Capitol are of marble. The Post Office De
partment is all of marble. Two-thirds of
that building was added within the decade
which preceded the war. The treasury and
the new dome of the Capitol were unfinished
at the close of the war.

Mr. Smithson's Bequest.
The Smithsonian Institution was estab-

lished prior to 1852, but It was still in a

state of incipiency at that date and had
not then taken rank with the great scien-
tific Institutions of the worll. The story
of its origin is familiar to intelligent people
in this part of the world; but at a distance
from the Capitol people are strangely ig-
Rorant of many things here that we look

)UCT BRIDGE.

upon as the farmer does upon his plows
and wagons. And even in Washington
there are thousands who would resent the
niputatioa of being classed with the igno-
rant, and yet they go about thtir business,
year after year and never go to the Capi-
tol nor to other public buildings. But it
is Euilicient to say that James Smithson,
an English gentleman, a bachelor, and a
scifntist, the son of the Duke of Northum-
berland. bequeathed his estate to the
United States for the purpose of founding
a scientitic institution which was to bear
his name. The words of his will were the
following:
"I bequeath the w'hole of my property

to the UnItEd States of America to found
at Washington, under the name of the
Smithsonian Institution an establishment
for the Increase and diffusion of knowledge
among men."
Mr. Smithson had never visited the United

States, but, though the son of a noble-
man, he was a friend of liberty and of
liberal opinions. He was ambitious, like
most men of perpetuating his name. He
said, "The best blood of England flows in
my veins; on my father's side I am a
Northumberland, on my mother's I am re-
lated to kings, but this aval:s me not. My
name shall live in the memory of man when
the titles of the Northumberlands and the
Percyz are extinct and forgotten." And as
the founder of this great institution he
made his words prophetic and insured their
fulfillment.
Mr. Smithson died in 1829. There was a

condition of his will that his property was
to go to a nephew of his who was dying
of consumption, and at his death without
heirs of his body, then to the United
States, for the purposes above stated. The
death of his nephew took place about
the year 1834; and in 1835 the American
legation in London was notified that Mr.
Spnithson's estate of the value of about
£100,000, was held In the court of chan-
cery for this country. Strange to say,
there was opposition in this country to
the reception of this fund, and even Mr.
Calhoun opposed Its acceptance.
When the strict constructionists were

overruled, and the bequest was accepted.
suit was brought in the court of chan-
cery and it was thought a great achieve-
ment that the decree was obtained in less
than two years. The fund amounted to
$5,08,318.46. This sum was soon after In-
creased to $515,109, and In 1867 a residuary
legacy of 396,210.63 fell In. The money
was Invested at 6 per cent, and notwith-
standing the expenditures for building and
salaries, It Is now above 3900,000. The
institution has been well managed. It is
officially stated that the value of books
distributed, down to 1895, was nearly a
million dollars. Eight years were con-
sumed In debating in Congress upon what
should be the character of the institution,
but during these years the fund was grow-
ing at the rate of 6 per cent per annum.
The city directory of 1852 shows that

there were then about nine hundred clerks
and employes In the public offices. Their
pay was on an average 25 per cent lower
than Is now paid by the government for the
same class of duties.
The city government was then under a

mayor, aldermen and common council, all
elected by the people. There were circum-
stances of those times which should make
the people of the present day envy them.
For Instance, during the year there were
but six murders, and only one suicide. We
should do well nowadays to compromise on
six murders and one suicide per month, al-
though the population Is not fourfold
greater.

Growth of the Capital.
At the end of 1848 there were 6,150 dwell-

ings in the city, of which 2,500 were brick.
At the end of 1852 there were 8,38 dwell-
ings in the city, of which 8,080 were of
brick. The Congress library 'was destroyed
by fire In December, 1851. It had occu-
pied only the middle of -the three apart-
ments which were afterward, and until the
present time, appropriated to that purpose.
The shelving was all of wood, which ao-counts 'for the complete destruction of all
books. . The burnt shelves were afterward
replaced by iron. And now we have the
grandest library In the world.
A directory of 1853 contains some verses

of ex-President John Quincy Aams, as an
ode "To the Sun-Dial under the window of
the .hall of the House of Representatives."It was said of Mr. Adams that he was the
most learned man yho ever wielded execu-
tive power over a nation, whether as king
or presIdent; and he was, in many respects,
a .great msan. But he was not; a great poet,
He waa fonid of writing verses; and he pub-
lished one work in rhythefth verse of con-
siderable length. As I recall it, the title
was "Dermott MacMorrow." He was an
anti-.Masen,- and I think his poem related
to that>questin. The verses on the Sun-
Dial are as follows:
Thou slent berald of Time'~eslemss h
Say, eoueldst- thom spek, Wtwa oeweibe thne-Shad. i*ba a idymi abe hew etbee shise,Dawk. uuni witness ot reeplendent lig.

In da' re fawand~maathSe b

HROM OL FRIENI
W.W. Birth's Birthday Greel

ing to The Star.

THE STAR AS ANINFAN
WHAT HAS LABGELY CONTRI]

UTED TO ITS SUCCESS.

How the Naticnal Capital Has Changi
in the Past Fifty

Years.

Mr. W. W. Birth. over ninet5 years
ago, a well-known resadent of Washingti
writes as follows of the early da3s of T
Star:
"The Evening Star newspaper today cloF

Its half-century career. and I write gre
ings and congratulations to Its proprieto:
the members of Its staff and its other ei

Wm. W. Birti.

ployes. each of whonm in his line of oc(

pation Is an imipLortatL contribumzor to I

success of a news sheet.
"Its first ro)pr:otur an l pulhish-r was

printer by occupa:1;on and sent forth t

NEW YO

first number of Th, Sti on'e d y n Deri
ber. 1 IwaI- a smy ' h s'-

when compaare'l -wah the mnp: -

ly print,-! r . r of t
seen by I liae tb
Issue, whi, h foi:e a r17m

moth mernorial oi(nof The 5:ir.
"cann.a iww recal !!Irwsa

then published in our 'tv. A;vir-ent I I

member only the National Inteligencer.

ACROSS LA]

Gales & Seaton, iesued from the nort
west corner of 7th and 1) streets northIwes
the Globe, by Bla:r and Rceves. from Pen
sylvania avenue between 3d and 4%, stree
northwest; the Telegraph. by Duff Gree
from Carroll's row. 1st and A streets sout
east; the anti-slavery' sheet, by Mr. Baile
from 7th street near E street northwei

and a small weekly, by WIam T1mmpose
Its name was, I think. the Saturdsa New.

Mr. Wallach's Energ.
Mr. Douglasn Wallach became the seeond

owner, editor and publisher of The Evealg
Star, and was indefatigable in his eforts
to render the paper popular and pro~table.
His ownership covered the period of the
civil war, during which I frequently me
him on his rounds through the government
departments in search of the latest and
most reliable news. His close and persistent
inquiries and push secured all that could
be obtained, and it is not unilkely that the
accuracy and reliability of his issues then
contributed very largely to the popularity
of the paper with the people, who all read
it. and who still rely upon its welcome col-
umns for exact news. The company now it
control has made suce'ss so conspicuous
that the public is not lacking in informa-
tion as to the phenomenal progress of Mr.
Noyes and his asrociates. The Star s home
is in all its arrangements perhaps away
beyond that of any news sheet in the
world. Consideration.or :he comfort and

of convenience of the emiploaew-tas carefully
n. planned and suecessfiiy c'arried out. This

eIs a highly praiseworthy Fevtion of the rec-
ord, and in itself dcserv es and receives pub-

es lie applaus'e. The news and ad%-'rtisement
t-columns of the shetI are m-lels of skill.
good taste and arrangm-ntt. and <o and

n will continue to contrilute to the popularity,
and patronage of the now famous institu-i
tion.

The Changed Washington.
"The appearance of the ,1ty of Washing.

ton has greatly charged since The StaV
first entered on its car.wr. The hgwant fin-
ish of our streets and avenii, s and the st'l
of outr dwellings is a great improvement om
conditions existing in l.E
"Many large and halndsome piu:il build-

ings have been erectId sir,. thti.notably
the marble ettension wings to the t'apitol,
the 7th. 11th and G strcta odditions :o the
patent ofliee, the geneial and city tost ffle
building, the superh new National Lihrary.
besides the Corcoran Art Gallery and City,
Library, now nearing comp'tcn.
"Styles of living have cianged. and to

meet this change many sttiy 'apartment
houses' have come to us, and oft rs are li
course of erection and more' in ontemplao
tion.
"Large areas of land beyond the old

limnits of the city, which were in farms and
imorket gardens when the light (of The
Evening Star first shoce upon us. are now
being rapidly covered with cay ho':s.s,
rpavol streets. street 1:ghts. zh;dl- tr(es.
w&r fron the aquedue1t. WTs, ints of
eectr. c:ts. andt al1 tC. n :nd

daries. These impro m.re al trting
u- fim iies who seek o4Ii r. as
he they are in high grou..-mm fr the

Luta of hu -:is.

a -S great hav1 h.:Y, chaie 'n

he we entered on the fifti d t.: of the ni.ne
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RK AVENUE.

n- teenth century that if it were pass !e fo
the people of 1q-2 to revisit old aiim

r- mnis they would rai:s thtir his 'I
b amatzmnrt and hes:tate tu bell.te t: e

n A l now. In clonr. th. w: th'n
iis -miwnily Trope'r that eaomehing sou

Ish -ai l in recognitti n ro th manyitgh
e- c.miinnldabl act, of subrstitialr . b4
)y The Star's proprietors to the trequenty rj

AYETTESQUABE

- urn0aai's v'ie p n a d tkn

ycenuriescbeynd~e uoand ttl raiplasucesis. r frsi tehm ct.l


